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that purpose But it must be done by the process cf levelling
upwards, not downwards , the destruction of the Irish Church would
net conciliate one enemy, while it would alienate many friends '*
Mr Glad- What p-ecisely did Lord Mayo mean by ;i levelling upwards and
stone andnot downwards " ? It ^as generally taken to point towards " eon-
Church ** current endowment," though the interpretation ^\as sabsequ^nily
repudiated. But, whatever it meant, Mr. Gladstone would have
none of it, He definitely told the House that m his opinion the
time had come when the Anglican Church m Ireland must cease to
exist as an Establishment, and the principle of religious equality
must be definitely accepted. H^s mind had for some tune been
moving in this direction. In 1865, 1806, and 1867 the House had
been asked to consider the question, and on the last occasion
Gladstone declared that the " time is not far distant when the
Parliament of England . . . will feel it its duty to look this question
fully and fairly in the face ". It was not.
Mr. Glad- On March 23rd, 1868, Mr. Gladstone gave notice of his intention
stone's |0 move three resolutions on the subject The terms of the resolu-
tions tions were as follows : " (1) That m the opinion of this House it is
necessary that the Established Church of Ireland should cease to
exist as an establishment, due regard being had to all personal
interests and to all individual rights of property. (2) That-, subject
to the foregoing considerations, it is expedient to prevent the creation
of new personal interests by the exercise of any public patronage,
and to confine the operation of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners of
Ireland to objects of immediate necessity or involving individual
rights, pending a final decision of Parliament. (3) That an humble
address be presented to Her Majesty, humbly to pray that, with a
view to the purposes aforesaid, Her Majesty will be graciously pleased
to place at the disposal of Parliament her interest m the Temporalities
in Archbishoprics, Bishoprics, and other ecclesiastical dignities and
benefices in Ireland and in the custody thereof.'*
The Prime Minister at once agreed to afford facilities for the
discussion of the resolutions, and on March 30th Mr. Gladstone
moved that the House should go into Committee to consider them.
As an amendment Lord Stanley moved that the question ought to be
reserved for the decision of a new Parliament. The amendment was
defeated by a majority of sixty (330 to 270), Gladstone's motion was
affirmed by a majority of fifty-six, and exactly a month later (April
30th) the first resolution was earned by 380 votes against 265,
Position The significance of this vote was clearly apprehended by Disraeli's
of the Ministry, and on May 4th the Prime Minister made a formal, though
not an unambiguous, announcement as to their position. He told
the House that he had placed the resignation of his Ministry at the
disposal of the Queen, and had suggested the alternative of a dissolu-
tion, that the Queen had refused to accept the resignation, but had